
Gene Bergschneider Is Fair Person of Year

Illinois
Association
of
Agricultural
Fairs

October 2022

Gene Bergschneider of New Berlin
was named the 2022 County Fair
Person of the Year at this year’s
County Fair Day at the Illinois State
Fairgrounds. 

Gene, 87, is a farmer and
Hereford beef producer who served
on the board of directors of the
Sangamon County Fair for 35 years.
During those years, he served as
president, vice president, chairman
of the Livestock committee, spon-
sorship committee, buildings &
grounds committee and security
committee. He also served as beef
superintendent for 60 years and con-
tinues to serve in that capacity.

Gene Bergschneider of New Berlin takes the micro-
phone to acknowledge his selection as the Illinois
County Fairperson of the Year during ceremonies at
the Illiinois Sate Fair during County Fair Day on

August 12. Behind him on the left is Tilm Norman,
Bureau Chief of County Fairs and Horse Racing, Jerry
Costello, State Agriclture Diretor, Mary Kathryn
Pritzker and Illinois Governor JB Pritzker.

The award was given to Gene by
Gov. J.B. Pritzker during the 2022
County Fair Day. 

“I have been told that he is the
‘go to guy’ for just about anything
that has to do with the Sangamon
County Fair” said Pritzker. “With his
knowledge and expertise, current
and past directors go to him for
advice and encouragement. He dear-
ly loves the fair and volunteers to
this day to help in any way he can to
help the fair succeed, and be a fair
that is enjoyed and respected by
many families.”

Gene is known for encouraging
and mentoring youth, especially in

showing livestock, not only at the
Sangamon County Fair but also
youth at other beef shows. 

Gene got his start showing cattle
at a neighborhood event in New
Berlin, before the Sangamon County
Fair was even started. His father
later donated 5 acres so the
Sangamon County Fair could be
formed. He’s been raising Herefords
and showing cattle ever since.

“I’m dumbfounded,” said Gene
when they announced his name. “I
never expected anything like this. I
had no idea. Fairs have been my life
– I enjoy showing livestock , no
matter what species it is.”



—2—

Hello fair friends!  My summer was
fantastic, and I hope everyone had a
very productive and successful fair.
There is nothing greater than Illinois
county fairs in the summer!

Plans are coming along for all 3
zone meetings this fall. The Central
Zone is up first on Sunday, Oct. 30th
at a new location at the Morgan
County Fairgrounds in Jacksonville. 

The following week, November
6th is the Northern Zone meeting in
Ottawa at Pitstick Pavillion. The 3rd
week is the Sothern Zone’s turn at
the Marion County Fairgrounds in
Salem.  

Each of these zone meetings is a
time for us to gather from a very
busy summer and see all of our
beautiful fair queens and talk to the
department of Ag, converse with
friends and make new acquaintances
at the meetings.

Before our state convention is the
IAFE Convention that is going to be
held in Indianapolis Nov. 27th thru
Nov. 30th! It’s so close to Illinois
this year, that many of us can drive
for a day’s fun and to learn so much
about the fair industry! Book early
by Oct. 1st for the best registration
rates! 

Please go to fairsandexpos.com
for all of the information!

Your IAAF state board members

The President’s Pen

have been
working on the
state conven-
tion. The dates
for the state
convention is
January 20th –
January 22nd,
2023 in
Springfield at
the Crowne
Plaza.  

We have secured an awesome
speaker for our Saturday morning
breakfast that you won’t want to miss
at the convention! As you know, it
takes many people to put the conven-
tion together but all of the pieces and
parts are coming together. 

We will be asking many of you to
help us with doors and just general
help, so if you can help, please let
any of the board know. If you also
know some of your local sponsors
that would help us out with sponsor-
ships, please let anyone on the state
boars know and we’d be more than
happy to contact them for their help.

The IAAF board has for years
made very effort to provide an
informative and successful conven-
tion.  Our theme this year is “LET’S
HAVE FUN”, so that’s what we are
going to do!

There is a new email address to
contact me with:
iaafpresident@gmail.com.  Please
feel free to contact me anytime.
Let’s see what we can do together
and I’ll see you at the Zone meet-
ings and the state convention in
January! 

Jill Hardesty

President

• Grand Summary Report due
by Octoer 15, 2022

• Zone Meetings:
• Central Zone, Oct. 30, 2022
• Northern Zone, Nov. 6, 2022

• Southern Zone, Nove. 13, 2022

IAAF Dues paid by fairs,
December 15, 2022

Queen Ads to Cathy Redshaw
December 15, 2022

• County Fair Day August 12, 2022

Queen Banquet Ticket Orders to
Tom Schahrer, December 15, 2022

• IAAF Convention, Springfield, IL
Crowne Plaza January 20-22, 2023

Dates to Remember

Jill Hardesty

Illinois Association of
Agricultural Fairs

OFFICERS
President ...........................................Jill Hardesty,

Farmer City
Vice President....................................David Hake,

Hoyleton 
Secretary/Treasurer ..............Charlyn Fargo Ware,

Springfield
Past President ......................................Ken Tyrrell 

Sandwich

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
DIRECTORS AT LARGE

Bill Jennings (Southern Zone).....................Olney
Tom Moore (Central Zone) ..................Jerseyville
Ron Meyer (Northern Zone) ...................Manteno

ZONE DIRECTORS
Marcia Craig (Southern Zone)...............Clay City
Kris Lowe (Southern Zone).......................Carlyle
Sandy Hoke (Central Zone) ......................Tuscola
Mary Liz Wright (Central Zone)...................Paris
Gary Mielke (Northern Zone) .....................Ridott
Jack Ratcliffe (Northern Zone)..............Belvidere

ZONE OFFICERS
SOUTHERN

President......................Doug Telford, Marion Co.
Vice Pres............Wendall Altwart, Effingham Co. 
Sec./Treas. .....................Ilene Ruroede, Perry Co.

CENTRAL
President .......................Craig McCoy, Fulton Co.
Vice Pres..........................Jay Harris, Morgan Co.
Sec./Treas. ......................Joy Dunham, Jersey Co.

NORTHERN
President .....................Jim McGuire, DuPage Co.
Vice Pres ...................Charlie Kennell, Peoria Co.
Sec./Treas. ............Cindy Mielke, Stephenson Co.

www.IllinoisCountyFairs.org
iaafoffice@illinoiscountyfairs.org

IAAF Office
71 West Fairview Lane
Springfield, IL 62711

Address Changes
Tent Talk has a continuing need for
correct addresses as more and more
of you switch from rural routes to
“911 addresses”. 

Also, there are some phone num-
bers that have a new area code that we
won’t know about unless you tell us.

If you know of someone who has
been selected to serve on a fair board
but is not receiving TentTalk, please
notify your board secretary.

Board secretaries can help us by
checking to make sure all board
members are on the mailing list.



‘Let’s Have Fun’ Is Convention Theme
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You won’t want to miss the 2023
IAAF Convention. We’ve got a theme
certain to help you forget the cares of
the world and have some fun!

Your attendance at the 2023 IAAF
Convention is the first step toward
creating a better fair. The program-
ming, speakers and trade show will
jump start you to success. 

The Saturday morning speaker is
Philip Nelson, speaker and former
Illinois Agriculture Director and for-
mer president of the Illinois Farm
Bureau. He’s no stranger to county
fairs — comfortable in the show
ring growing up and now helping his
kids show cattle. You won’t want to
miss his presentation.

In addition to the Saturday morn-
ing breakfast, the Trade Show is shap-
ing up to be bigger than ever. We’re
also making plans for the Friday
evening Showcase – with two stages
– with plenty of beer, wine and ice
cream, thanks to our own Tom Schra-
her. We’ve also got several new topics
for our Sunday Roundtables.

The dates for the 2023 convention
are Jan. 20-22. Our queen contest is
going to have more contestants than
we’ve ever had — 76 so far. Crown-
ing of our 2023 Miss Illinois County
Fair will be held Sunday evening.

IAAF Membership and
Convention packets will be emailed
to a contact person at your fair or
your associate business in mid-
October. Included is renewal mem-
bership information and basic con-
vention registration materials,
including breakfast ticket requests
and hotel reservation forms. 

Association packets also include
sponsorship opportunities as well as
trade show and Showcase opportuni-

ties. When returning the materials,
please make sure that all contact
information relating to names,
addresses, email and website infor-
mation is correct. Note that the
IAAF office address is at 71 West
Fairview, Springfield, IL. 

Thank you for your continued
support of Illinois fairs. If you have
questions, be sure and contact me by
email (charfarg@aol.com) or by
cell, 217-553-1120. 

Nelson Is Convention Speaker

ty fairs. Back then, we use to sleep
on a cot behind our animals, then at
the State Fair, we got to stay in the
dorms. I have a lot of fond memories
of county fairs.”

Philip has been very active in com-
munity and agricultural organizations
throughout his career. He was a
member of the Milton Pope School
board for 12 years, serving as
President for 11 years. 

He also served as President of the
Illinois Soybean Association form
1989-1991,; President of LaSalle
County Farm Bureau, 1993-1999;
vice president of the American Soy-
bean Association from 1993-1994 and
chairman of AFBF’s Swine Advisory
Committee from 1997 to 2000. 

You won’t want to miss our
Convention Speaker, Philip Nelson.
Nelson is a farmer, speaker, entrepre-
neur and agriculture leader. He and
his wife, Carmen, live in Senaca with
their sons, Kendall and Kyle and
daughter, Rachel. 

Philip operates a fourth-generation
grain and livestock farm near Seneca
and has served as Illinois Director of
Agriculture as well as the 14th presi-
dent of the Illinois Farm Bureau.
Prior to his election as IFB president,
Philip served as Vice President of the
IFB from 1999-2003. He was elected
to the American Farm Bureau Fed-
eration board of directors and served
as chair of the AFBF Trade Advisory
Committee from 2009-2011. 

Philip will be the keynote speaker
for the Saturday morning breakfast
sharing “How to navigate change in
this changing environment.” He has
first-hand knowledge of what makes
a successful county fair. His youngest
son, Kyle, recently showed the cham-
pion Shorthorn female at the
Sandwich (DeKalb) fair. 

“I started showing as a kid,” said
Philip. “Our home fair was the
LaSalle County 4-H Show. That’s
where I learned discipline and how to
take care of animals. Now, my kids
are doing the same. I grew up in the
county fair crowds. My parents
installed the work ethic in our dairy
farm. County fairs were our vacation.
There were six of us kids and we are
all involved in agriculture, a result of
the lessons and love we had for coun-

Philip NelsonNew Deadlines
In an effort to be more efficient at
meeting deadlines, we are asking
fairs to keep December 15, 2022 as
an important deadline. 

It’s the time to make sure all queen
ads are in to Cathy Redshaw so the
queen book can get printed on time.

It’s the time to make sure you
IAAF dues are paid to Charlyn
Fargo Ware so your queen and talent
show winner can compete in the
2023 convention activities.

It’s the time to make sure you
have your ticket requests for the
queen banquet in to Tom Schahrer.
This year, both the fair president and
the queen pageant director will need
to sign the form so both know how
many tickets are being ordered. 
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It’s Time to Send Rehabilitation Reports

Recognize 16 for Their Years of Service

Happy Fall Everyone!  
It was so nice seeing such a big

turnout at County Fair Day and
hearing about how successful your
2022 fairs turned out.  

As the 2022 Fair Season comes to
an end and most of you start focus-
ing on the upcoming harvest, I’d like
to take a minute to thank you for
sending in your Rehabilitation
Reports in an organized and timely
manner.   

This has been very beneficial to
the processing time. I’m happy to
say the reports have been processed
and payment authorizations have
been sent to the Comptroller’s office
for payment. 

Here is a list of the remaining
2022 important report dates:

October 15: Premium Fund
Grand Summary Report &

Steven Davis, Georgetown Fair
Vermillion Co

Mark Diekemper, Clinton Co.
Dane Emery, Clinton Co.
Robert Kannall, Clinton Co.
Kyle Kluemke, Clinton Co.

30 years
Darlene Diekemper, Clinton Co.
Lyle Lee, Boone Co.

Sixteen persons were recognized
during County Fair Week at the
2022 State Fair for thier County Fair
Years of Service presented by Gov.
J.B. Pritzker.

20 years
Laurie Glenn, Marshall-Putnam

Co.
Kyle Schumacher, Marshall-

Putnam Co.

Dean Page, Boone Co.
Evan Seefeld, Mercer Co.
Don Monthe, Mercer Co.

50 years
Bill Tucker, Iroquois Co.
John Wagner, Sandwich Fair,

Dekalb Co.
Jack Ratcliffe, Boone Co.
Bill Jennings, Richland Co.

Accompanying Reports/Receipts  
Due from APF’s. See ‘Section

260.100’
F & E Fairs: Fax: (217/524-

6194) or send copies of Pages 1 & 2
of Grand Summary Report on or
before October 15 for Recapitulation
Report. Submit Financial Statement
(Page 3) once all figures are avail-
able. Make sure your fair dates
match & are accurate on Page 1 of
Grand Summary Report and Dec of
Intent.                                               

December 31: Declaration of
Intent 

Due from APF’s and F&E’s. See
‘Section 260.15 and Section
260.515’

December 31: F&E Premium
Fund Grand Summary Report &
Accompanying Reports/Receipts 

Due from F&E’s…See ‘Section

260.537
F&E Penal Bond – Due from

F&Es. See ‘Section 260.525’
Note: On Page 3 of F&E Grand
Summary, the ‘F&E Financial
Statement’ section is to reflect same
information as declared on previous-
ly submitted Declaration of
Intention. Note: Submit F&E Audit
if available.

December 31: 4-H report & justi-
fication Due in State 4-H Office
prior to County Fair Office Due
Date.

Please feel free to contact me at
217-524-0666 with any questions.  

Sincerely,
Jeannette Watkins
County Fair Administrator
Bureau of County Fairs 
& Horse Racing
Department of Agriculture

These two youngsters showing their cow and calf
at the Livingston County Fair are proof positive
that showmanship starts at a young age.

Exotic animals drew good crowds at the Living-
ston County Fair in Pontiac.
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Fairs Rebounded Well After Covid-19

Attenance at this year’s Illinois State Fair in Springfield set a record with 636,700 crowding the grounds.

Queen Addyson and Pageant Director Cathy
Redshaw are interviewed by Joe Crain.

Longest lines ever waited to see the Butter Cow. Kids showing goats listen to instructions at Fairbury.

Lots of wool was sheared from this sheep



—6—

2022 State Fair Sets Attendance Record
The Illinois State Fair has released
estimated attendance totals for 2022. 

Over 636,700 visitors walked
through the gates this year making it
the highest attended fair since indus-
try attendance calculation were put
into effect, beating previous records
also set under the Pritzker adminis-
tration. 
Weekend attendance during the fair
saw an increase of nearly 95,000
people over 2021.

The high attendance numbers are
also reflected by the over $6.4 mil-
lion in estimated revenue. While the
2022 estimated revenue figures
appear to have fallen just short of
the 2019 record of $6.5 million, it is
important to point out that these are
estimated figures. 

Percentage-based vendors have
yet to begin their payment. It should
also be noted two Illinois State Fair
events generally held during the fair,
the Illinois State Fair Rodeo and the
Bettenhausen 100 will be held at
later dates in 2022, adding to the
overall revenue numbers.

“Once again, the Illinois State
Fair was a resounding success,” said
Governor JB Pritzker. “Thanks to
the leadership of Director Costello
and Fair Manager Clark, thousands
of Illinoisans and people throughout
the nation descended upon
Springfield for eleven days of excit-
ing exhibits, delicious food, and
community fun—all while honoring
our state’s legacy of strong agricul-
tural traditions. To every attendee:
thank you for making the Illinois
State Fair a part of your summer.
Until next year!”

“The record attendance proves

that the Illinois State Fair is more
than an event, it’s also a reunion for
residents from every region to gather
and enjoy the businesses, exhibits,
food and entertainment that make
our state diverse and a great place to
live,” said Lt. Governor Juliana
Stratton. “Thank you to all those
who put in the work to make the
Illinois State Fair amazing, and a
must-do experience every year.”

A grandstand revenue record was
set in 2022, with over $2.3 million
coming in for the nine shows. 2022
eclipses the previous record of over
$2.2 million set in 2019. Overall,
tickets sold this year for the Illinois
Lottery Grandstand came in fourth
out of the last five years with
48,104.

“We were blessed with 11 days of
great weather, which meant large
crowds and even larger smiles for
our fairgoers,” said Illinois State
Fair Manager Rebecca Clark. 

“While it is great to have these
amazing numbers, it was even better
seeing so many people enjoying the
Illinois State Fair. We now get back
to work planning for 2023 and we
hope to see you all back again.”

The 2023 Illinois State Fair is set
to run August 11-21.

The end of the fair means the con-
tinuation of the $58.1 million capital
investment addressing years of
deferred maintenance on the historic
state fairgrounds. 

Construction will resume on the
Coliseum. Phase 2 will focus on an
electrical overhaul, underground
plumbing, new seating, new rest-
rooms, an elevator and adding an
HVAC system that will allow for

heating and cooling of the facility.
The anticipated costs for the Phase 2
of the Coliseum renovations is
approximately $16.3 million.

Other projects slated to take place
in FY 23 include:

$1.87 million: Roof replacements
on the Junior Livestock Building,
Sheep Barn, Hobbies Arts and Crafts
Building, and at least three barns
along the backstretch;

$11.9 million: HVAC replace-
ments on the Orr Building, Illinois
Building, Junior Livestock Building,
Artisans Building, Hobbies Arts and
Crafts Building, and Grandstand;

$2.994 million: Tuckpoint work in
the Grandstand, Artisans, Hobbies
Arts and Crafts, Emmerson and
Block (IDOA headquarters) build-
ings;

$8 million: Road construction
along 8th Street between the IDOA
building and the IDNR building and
along the backstretch on the north-
west corner of the fairgrounds; pro-
vides funding to make structural
improvements to the south pedestri-
an tunnel leading into the fair-
grounds from Gate 6/infield parking;

$2.585 million: Energy improve-
ment repairs for Block Building;

$1.7 million: Roof and HVAC
replacement to Illinois State Fair
Administration Building.

Thurs Fri Sat Sun Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri Sat Sun Total

2022 42,208  59,717 79,298 80,331 49,082 47,555 43,585 43,908 75,182 54,691 61,143 636,700

2021 21,015 49,940 63,604 61,756 38,708 32,746 34,190 30,178 51,390 45,161 43,700 472,388

2019 35,961 39,053 59,040 59,925 44,044 36,818 37,897 37,732 51,641 51,515 55,274 508,900

3-Year Comparison of Daily Attendance at Illinois State Fair

Highest
Grandstand

Revenue
of All-Time

in 2022



Attend Your Fall Zone Meetings
The annual fall Zone meetings are
here! Will you be attending? Please
attend your respective IAAF Zone
meetings this fall. They are:

Central Zone - October 30th at
the Crowne Plaza, Springfield

Northern Zone - November 6th at
Pitstick Pavillion, Ottawa

Southern Zone - November 13th

at the Marion County Fairgrounds in
Salem.

Everyone learns something at
these events and we welcome you to
attend!

Come and see your queens, some
vendors on site and some awesome
entertainment available to book for
your fair. 
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Legislative Consultant Tells of Activity 
By Bridget Dougherty, IAAF

Legislative Consultant
September 2022

Hello IAAF Members!
Congratulations on a tremendously
successful fair season for 2022!

The Illinois General Assembly
will reconvene for Veto Session fol-
lowing the November 8, 2022 gener-
al election. As you surely know, the
campaigns for Governor, Secretary
of State, Treasurer and Comptroller
are underway. 

In the race for Governor, incum-
bent Democratic Governor JB
Pritzker faces Republican State
Senator Darren Bailey of Xenia,
Illinois.  In addition, all state House
and Senate seats will be on the bal-
lot on November 8, so please be
sure to vote!  

Back to Business Grants: The sec-
ond round of state grants designed
to aid small local entities has been
finalized. Four fairs were successful
applicants: Jasper County Fair,
Kankakee County Fair, Kendall
County Fair and Sangamon County
Fair were awarded grants for a com-
bined total of $170,000. Congratula-
tions to the successful applicants.
We will advise the Association if
this grant program is renewed.

Administrative Rule Change: We
continue to work with the Illinois
Department of Agriculture to final-
ize the proposed rule change which
will eliminate the requirement that
rehabilitation reports and Declara-
tions of Intention be notarized. 

The Association initiated this
change to ease the burden on fairs.
We are hopeful that this item will be
addressed during JCAR’s upcoming
October or November meeting. We
will inform the Association when
the change is in effect.

County Fair Day at the State Fair:
There was a terrific crowd on a
beautiful sunny day at the State Fair
for County Fair Day on August 12. 

Thanks to all who attended and
thanks to the Department of Agricul-
ture for hosting the event on the
Director’s Lawn. Governor Pritzker,
First Lady MK Pritzker, Lieutenant

Governor Juliana Stratton and the
Director of the Department of Agri-
culture, Jerry Costello, all addressed
the large and cheerful crowd. 

Also State Representatives Tim
Butler of Springfield and Thomas
Bennett of Pontiac, and Senators
Steve McClure of Jacksonville and
Sally Turner of Lincoln joined us.

Some important upcoming dates:
Veto Session is scheduled for

November 15 through 17 and
November 29 through December 1.

The regular session calendar will be
released during the Veto Session and
we will provide it to the Association.  

Lame Duck Session is the final
seating and last opportunity to move
legislation in the current 102nd
General Assembly. The Lame Duck
Session will likely be held between
January 4 and January 10, 2023.

The new 103rd General Assembly
Swearing In is scheduled for Janu-
ary 11, 2023.  This starts a new two-
year cycle and legislation begins
with House Bill 1 and Senate Bill 1.

IAFE Convention Kicks Off
Just after our Zone Meetings, the
2022 IAFE Convention & Trade
Show kicks off in Indianapolis, Nov.
27-30, 2022. It hasn’t been this close
in 51 years. 

The convention was in Chicago
its first 80 years, then Las Vegas for
47, San Antonio for 3, and now the
show is coming to Indy. For many of
us in Illinois, that means it’s within
driving distance.

Hop in your car, pack a van and
meet with fair friends all over the
world at the Indiana Convention
Center.

The IAFE convention features
great education, more than 300
booths at the Trade Show, and this
year, for the first time, a tailgate
party at the Indiana Fairgrounds –
guaranteed to have plenty of fair
food.

The very best price for full regis-
tration will end on October 3. If you
can’t come for the entire convention,

make plans to be there Sunday, Nov.
27, for a day packed with education
that is scalable for all sizes of fairs
but developed with county fairs in
mind. There will be four different
sets of workshops, starting at 8 a.m.
Sunday.  All paid attendees that day
will be treated to the Fair-a-Palooza
tailgate party in the Indiana State
Fair Coliseum – food & drink, carni-
val rides and games, ice skating, and
more. 

There is a special Plus One ticket
for that one day — buy one day pass
($150) and get a second one for a
person from your same fair for just
$75.

Many Illinois fairs are members
of the IAFE but have never attended
the convention. It may be awhile
before it is this close again. 

“This is an opportunity many peo-
ple haven’t had before, having the
convention this close,” says IAFE’s
Kate Turner. 
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IN MEMORIAM
Mark Brangenberg, 61, died on
June 23, 2022 at DePaul Hospital in
Bridgeton, Mo., He was orn on July
1, 1960 and married Melinda Smith
on May 8, 1982 at St. Anslem�s
church in Kampsville, IL. 

Farming was his life and he
enjoyed his John Deere tractor. The
Calhoun County Fair Tractor Pull
was one of his biggest enjoyments.
He was a devoted member of the
Calhoun County Fair Board for 32
years.

He is survived by his wife, two
children, Bethany (Silas) Owens and
Steven (Katelyn) Brangenberg, his
mother, Bonnie Brangenberg and
sisters, Ruth Windmiller, Jean
(Clark) McKinnon and Kathy
Pulliam and numerous nieces and
nephews. 

Kent Weeks, 68, of Champaign, IL
passed away on July 2, 2022 at
Carle Clinic in Urbana. He was born
April 24, 1954 in Urbana, the son of
Kenneth and Dorothy (Rewerts)
Weeks. 

Kent was the owner/operator of
Chambana Sales and CU
Maintenance Inc. in Champaign. He
was vice president of the

Champaign County Fair Board and
volunteered many hours throughout
the years. He was sponsor of the
custom car show for the Champaign
County Fair Association for 25
years, promoter of the Champaign
County Speedway, attended

NASCAR races and had a great
appreciation for dirt-track racing.

He is survived by his life partner,
Bobbie Pittman and her daughter,
Krista, a sister, Deb (Cliff) Naber,
sister-in-law Deb Weeks and several
nieces and nephews. 

lllinois Association of Agricultural Fairs 
Advocacy Fund Appeal

IAAF needs your continued financial support to help our advocacy efforts in
Springfield! 

Our lobbyist Bridget Doughtery has fought successfully to insure that coun-
ty fairs funding was not cut and that funding was sent to fairs in a timely man-
ner. Although the FY23 budget that the General Assembly passed recently,
included funding for fairs, we are hoping it comes through. There is much work
to be done to keep county fair funding going.

Please help us fight for your fair by donating to our advocacy fund.
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Name of Fair or Organization: _______________________________

Individual contact Name:___________________________________

Email/Phone: __________________________________________

Amount of for IAAF Advocacy Fund Donation: ____________________

Please make check payable to “IAAF” and mail to:
71 West Fairview Lane, Springfield, IL 62711

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT & GENEROSITY
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