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Ronald Mueller Named Falr Person of Year

Ronald Mueller, 44-year-member of
the Monroe County Fair Board can
be described as a “Mover and
Shaker” to plan and get things done.

He’s usually the guy making the
plans and making sure everything
that needs to be done for the fair
gets done.

Gov. J.B. Pritzker’s announce-
ment that he had been chosen the
2025 County Fair Person of the Year
took him by surprise.

“When he started reading the bio,
I thought to myself, ‘Are they talk-
ing about me?’ I’ve been through
some medical problems in the past
few years, but the one thing that
kept me going was knowing the
Monroe County Fair needed my
help.”

Here’s just a few things Mueller,
74, has done over the years.

Mueller has been the Monroe
County Fair Board Chairman of the
Building and Grounds committee for
numerous years and has provided
leadership through the years work-
ing with contractors to build the beef
building, poultry and rabbit building,
goat building, band pavilion and an
announcer stand.

He was also responsible for pur-
chasing and connecting a new
speaker system for the main arena,
enhanced buildings with new siding,
insulation and air conditioning, new
flooring and new chairs for the Fine
Arts building, helped with an addi-
tional large flagpole for the main
arena and pouring concrete to
anchor a large set of bleachers for
safety.

He has also been instrumental in
securing new bleachers for addition-

AN

%

Long time Monroe County volunteer Ronald Mueller was the sur-
prised recipient of the 2025 Illinois County Fair Person of the Year
award presented to him by Illinois Governor J B Pritzker.

al seating as well as handicap ramps
and maintaining the major electrical
and telephone systems.

If all that wasn’t enough, a big

project for Mueller was to help

design, gather bids and meet with

the contractors to build a mainte-
(Continued on Page 7)




Hi Everyone,

Well, it’s that time of year, the
crops are starting to turn and Fall is
just around the corner. Hope every-
one had a great fair. The heat was a
big factor in attendance being down,
but overall, I think most were happy
with the outcome.

I attended several fairs this sum-
mer and attendance was good. It’s
amazing how much work and plan-
ning that goes into an event like our
fairs. It takes a team of dedicated
fair people to make it happen.

Fall brings the three upcoming
zone meetings. Central Zone is Nov.
Ist, Northern Zone Nov. 2nd and
Southern Zone Nov. 9th. Our county
fair queens will also be attending
these meetings. We look forward to
having good crowds at all of them.

Queen Johnna Fulcher has done a
great job this year. She has attended
32 county fairs as well as the Illinois
State Fair and DuQuoin State Fair.
She has represented us very well.

Moving toward January, we can
look forward to the 115th annual

nt's Chair:

convention —
and probably
cold weather.
This year’s con-
vention theme is
Celebrating
Agriculture

| 2026. The con-
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| vention dates are
Jan. 16-18, 2026
at the Crowne
Plaza in
Springfield, IL. Let’s make this the
biggest convention yet. Hope to see
everyone there.

In closing, I hope everyone has a
great Fall. Be safe until we meet
again.

Yours truly,

Suwe Hale

President

David Hake

New Deadlines in Place

In an effort to be more efficient, we
are asking fairs to keep Oct. 1, 2025
and Nov. 20, 2025 as important
deadlines.

Oct. 1 is the time to make sure all
dues are paid by fairs to Terri Quinn
and queen ads are in to Sandy Hoke.
Meeting these deadlines allows your
queen and talent show winner to
compete in the 2026 convention
activities.

In addition, it allows the queen
book to get printed on time.

Nov. 20 is the deadline to make
sure you have your ticket requests
for the queen banquet into Tom
Schahrer.

This year, both the fair president

and the queen pageant director will
need to sign the form so both know
how many tickets are being ordered.
In addition, Nov. 20 is the deadline
to get Talent Show applications to
Terri Quinn.

Address Changes

Tent Talk has a continuing need for
correct addresses as more and more
of you switch from rural routes to
“911 addresses”.

Also, there are some phone num-
bers that have a new area code. Send
changes to IAAF c/o 71 West
Fairview Lane, Springfield, IL 62711.

S,

Dates to Remember

* Queen Banquet Ticket Orders
to Tom Schahrer, Nov. 20, 2025

* Talent Show Applications
to Terri Quinn: Nov. 20, 2025

¢ Delaration of Intent: Dec. 31

* Dec. 31: F&E Premium Fund
Grand Summary Report &
Accompanying Reports/Receipts

* Dec. 31: 4-H Report & Justifca-
tion Due in State 4-H Office prior to
County Fair Office Due Date

* TAAF Convention, Springfield, IL
Crowne Plaza January 16-18, 2026
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You Make THE Difference for Fair Future

The Ilinois Association of
Agricultural Fairs (IAAF) is excited
to announce that our state has been
awarded a grant to bring the You
Make THE Difference National
Initiative to Illinois.

This groundbreaking program will
officially launch at the 2026 IAAF
Convention, providing fair boards and
volunteers across the state with pow-
erful tools, training, and inspiration to
meet the challenges facing county
fairs today.

What is You Make
THE Difference?

At its heart, You Make THE Differ-
ence is about people. Created and led
by award-winning humanitarian Ian
Hill, the program exists because rural
communities and county fairs are fac-
ing real headwinds: aging leadership,
fewer volunteers, and growing
demands with limited resources.

Hill believes that the future of
county fairs—and of the communities
they serve—rests not in distant insti-
tutions, but in the everyday people
who roll up their sleeves and say yes
when their communities need them
most.

The initiative provides practical
strategies to recruit and motivate vol-

unteers, strengthen leadership, and
build long-term sustainability. It com-
bines high-energy, face-to-face ses-
sions with an innovative digital fol-
low-up system that keeps support and
resources flowing long after the work-
shop ends.
What the Grant Provides

Thanks to this grant, Illinois will
receive the full benefits of the You
Make THE Difference program at no
cost to IAAF or our member fairs.
The grant includes:

A statewide training tour that will
bring in-person workshops directly to
[llinois fair boards.

Access to a digital training plat-
form and mobile app with videos,
guides, and on-demand tools for
ongoing support.

A featured training session at the
2026 TAAF Convention, delivered by
Ian Hill himself.

This blended approach ensures that
fairs will receive immediate hands-on
training and long-term support to
reinforce new practices and ideas.

Why It Matters for Illinois

County fairs are more than events.
They are community institutions—
part of the cultural fabric of Illinois—
that showcase agriculture, provide

opportunities for youth, and connect
generations. Yet many fairs struggle
with volunteer recruitment, financial
pressures, and leadership fatigue.

The You Make THE Difference ini-
tiative is designed to meet these needs
head-on. By equipping local boards
with practical tools and ongoing sup-
port, the program helps ensure fairs
remain strong, resilient, and relevant
for decades to come. This isn’t just
about sustaining fairs—it’s about
empowering the people who make
them possible.

Looking Ahead

The official kickoff at the 2026
IAAF Convention is just the begin-
ning. From there, the statewide train-
ing tour and digital tools will help
every fair board build stronger leader-
ship, inspire volunteers, and create
lasting community impact.

[llinois has a proud tradition of
county fairs, and this grant is an
investment in their future. Together,
with You Make THE Difference, we
can honor that tradition while build-
ing the capacity to thrive in the 21st
century.

To learn more
www.youmakethedifference.com

IAAF Recognizes Board Member Service

County Fair Board Member Years of
Service Recognition

Presented by: Director Costello

20 Years

Gordon Butt-Boone County Fair

Steve Kremer-Brown County Fair

Kim Gebhardt-Carroll County
Fair

Gene Lowe-Clinton County Fair

Kris Lowe-Clinton County Fair

Alan Buckner-Martinsville
Agricultural Fair

Norma Calvert-Martinsville
Agricultural Fair

Andy Cruse-Martinsville
Agricultural Fair

Dean Wetherell-Effingham
County Fair

Kim Frutiger-Fayette County Fair

Andrew Goodrich-Schuyler
County Fair

Chris Clayton-Schuyler County
Fair

Don Hackler-Vermilion County
Fair

Joe Huston-Warren County Fair

Tina Huston-Warren County Fair

Deb Runte-Winnebago County
Fair

30 Years

Robert Scherer-Boone County
Fair

Dick Childers-Brown County Fair

Ron Zurliene (pr. Zurleenee)-
Clinton County Fair

Matthew Wilson-Sandwich Fair
Association

Rex Honann-Effingham County
Fair

Becky Sander- Sangamon County
Fair

Milton Dalenberg-Vermilion
County Fair

Bob Carlson-Warren County Fair

DeNeene Killey-Warren County
Fair
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Karl Kovarik-Whiteside County
Fair
40 Years
Mike Isaak (pr. isack)-Clinton
County Fair
Greg Rehkemper (pr.
Raykemper)- Clinton County Fair
Phillip Hartke-Effingham County
Fair
Brian Anderson-Winnebago
County Fair
50 Years
James “Hap” Gullidge-Pana Tri-
County Fair
George Fewkes-Edwards County
Fair
Richard Woodcock-Monroe
County Fair
Lynn Shimmin-Warren County
Fair
60 Years
Sherry Repp- Martinsville
Agricultural Fair




Queen Johanna Fulcher Relgns at Failr

Ilinois Governor J B Pritzker leads the opening day welcome applause for 2025 IAFF County Fair Queen Johnna
Fulcher who presided over activies at the fair during Augut 7 through August 17 in Springfield.
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Queen Johanna and State Fair Queen Johanna promotes the Queen Johanna enjoyed read-
Manager Rebecca Clark. state’s dairy industry. ing to attentive children.
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There was a large number of floral exhibits vying e deafl ;
for prizes at the McLean County Fairs and choos- It's hard work to have to be placed in a show ring in
ing the best was a difficult task for the judges. front of judges and these cattle are taking a break
before McLean County judges choose the best.

This McLean County Fair attender couldn't leave Calf exhibitors at the Livingston County Fair in
his cellphone behind and found a convenient spot Pontiac worked hard to show their calves to judges
to check for messages. during the fair.

p . I AR “:,'-.'.'-._ﬂ S .:' - — F
Baths and final grooming are keys to presnting live- It takes a lot of work for contestants to parade their
stock to judges who must decide which animal mer- swine entries and show their best features to judge
Its top honors. who much choose the winners.

—5—




Celebrate Agriculture Is 2026 Theme

Celebrate Agriculture 2026 is
Convention Theme

Great things are planned for the
2026IAAF Convention. Dates are
January 16-18, 2026.

Your attendance at the 2026 IAAF
Convention is the first step toward
helping your fair get inspired and
excited about future county fairs.

Our keynote speaker, Dustin
Gaylon, is set to help you “Serve,
Celebrate and Work Together” to
make your fair better than ever.

“My heartbeat is not to come in
and change your rich history,” he
says. “I want to help elevate the
good work, fun and entertainment
that you provide day in and day out
at your fairs.”

Gaylon is from Hesston, Kan.,
where he has coached successful
college basketball and golf teams.
He is currently golf coach at Friends
University in Wichita where he has
led the team to 4 straight national
titles. He also is a co-author of a
leadership book, “The Impactful
Coaching Project.” He has spoken to
over 2 million in the U.S., including
those attending the IAFE Zone 5
conference last year. You won’t want
to miss his presentation.

In addition to the Saturday morn-
ing breakfast, Gaylon will speak at
the Friday afternoon session. That
session will also feature Ian Hill
with The Changing Point. His “You
Can Make a Difference” movement
is now working with county fairs in
18 states. He will be visiting with
[llinois county fair leaders in the
spring as well.

Later Friday afternoon, the Trade
Show opens followed by the
Showcase, where you can look for
another big name to close out the
Friday night entertainment. There
will be two stages again and plans
for more entertainment. As always,
we will have plenty of beer, wine
and ice cream, thanks to our own
Tom and Pam Schahrer — to go
along with the extra music.

On Saturday afternoon, you won’t
want to miss the Junior and Senior
Talent Shows.

Dustin Gaylon

New Roundtable topics are
planned for Sunday morning. And
Sunday evening, we will crown a
new Miss Illinois County Fair
Queen. So far, there are 74 queens
vying for the coveted crown.

Dates for the 2026 convention are
Jan. 16-18.

IAAF Membership and Conven-
tion packets have been emailed to a
contact person at your fair or your
associate business. Included are
renewal membership information
and basic convention registration
materials, including breakfast ticket
requests and hotel reservation forms.

Association packets also include
sponsorship opportunities as well as
trade show and Showcase opportuni-
ties. When returning the materials,
please make sure all contact infor-
mation relating to names, addresses,
email and website information is
included. This year, they will be
mailed to Terri Quinn, 15824 N.
1650th St., Chrisman, IL 61924. You
can also pay online at www.illinois-
countyfairs.org.

Thank you for your continued
support of Illinois fairs. If you have
questions, email at
1aafsecretary @gmail.com or call
217-553-1120.

Looking forward to a great con-
vention in January and seeing all of
you.

llinois Association of Agricultural Fairs
Advocacy Fund Appeal

IAAF needs your continued financial support to help our advocacy efforts in
Springfield!

Our lobbyist Bridget Doughtery has fought successfully to insure that coun-
ty fairs funding was not cut and that funding was sent to fairs in a timely man-
ner. Although the FY26 budget that the General Assembly passed recently,
included funding for fairs, we are hoping it comes through. There is much work
to be done to keep county fair funding going.

Please help us fight for your fair by donating to our advocacy fund.

Name of Fair or Organization:

Individual contact Name:

Email/Phone:

Amount of for IAAF Advocacy Fund Donation:

Please make check payable to “IAAF” and mail to:
71 West Fairview Lane, Springfield, IL 62711

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT & GENEROSITY
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Scott Halpin Named New Bureau Chief

Happy fall everyone,

Congratulations on a successful
fair season. Despite the oppressive
heat, our County Fairs thrived thanks
to the dedication of our volunteers.
Your commit-
ment to agricul-
tural education
continues to
shape the future
of Illinois agri-
culture.

We have many
changes at the
Bureau of County
Fairs and Horse
Racing, most
importantly, the appointment of our
new Bureau Chief, Scott Halpin.
Scott has extensive experience in
agriculture. He was the State
Executive Director for the USDA
Illinois Farm Service Agency. Scott
owns and operates Halpin Farms and
Halpin Farms Cattle with his parents
and brother. He grew up showing in
Grundy County 4-H. Scott’s children
were 4-H members in Kankakee

Scott Halpin

County where they showed Beef and
Hogs as well as exhibiting at the Illi-
nois State Fair. He has held leader-
ship positions in local and state agri-
cultural organizations. Scott served
as president of the Kendall Grundy
County Farm Bureau. Scott also was
elected to serve ten years on the
Board of Directors for the Illinois
Farm Bureau and Country Financial,
he was serving as chairman of the
Member Services and Public Rela-
tions committees. He also served as
Chairman of the IFB Young Leaders
and was a director and later president
of the Grundy County Soil and
Water Conservation District. Scott is
a member of the Illinois Corn Grow-
ers Association and the Illinois Beef
Association. Please join me in wel-
coming Scott to the Bureau of Coun-
ty Fairs and Horse Racing!

Thank you for being so diligent
about sending me your Rehabilita-
tion Reports by the due date. All
rehab reimbursements have been sent
to the Comptroller’s office for pay-
ment. If you haven’t already received

your payment, you should see it very
shortly. Reminder that your Premi-
um Grand Summary Reports are due
October 15th followed by your Dec-
laration of Intentions, which are due
December 31st.
Looking forward to seeing you at
the zone meetings this November!
Sincerely,
Jeannette Watkins

—Mueller

(Continued from Page 1)
nance/storage shed. Showcasing a
fairground that everyone can enjoy
and be proud of is Mueller’s constant
vision, according to his fair co-work-
ers.Wanting to leave a legacy, he also
has a vision to help younger board
members learn about the various sys-
tems around the fairground.

“I got my start with fairs showing
pigs when [ was 11 at the old fair
site in 1964,” said Mueller, who has
had a career as farmer and working
for the telephone company.

Dougherty Tells Legislature Activities

by Bridget Dougerty
Hello IAAF Leaders!

Hope everyone is having a wonder-
ful fair season!

This is your summer update on
recent and future state government
county fair related events.

County Fair Day at the Illinois
State Fair was held on Thursday
August 7, which was also the opening
day of the State Fair. There were
over 725 people in attendance on the
Director’s Lawn. Thanks to all who
attended, especially to all of the coun-
ty fair queens, junior misses, and little
misses. Thank you also to Governor
JB Pritzker, Lieutenant Governor
Julianna Stratton and Jerry Costello,
Director of the Department of
Agriculture, for joining us.

A special thank you goes out to
Deputy Leader Norine Hammond of
Macomb for joining us as well.
Representative Hammond has led the

ongoing effort to secure equitable
funding for county fairs statewide.

New Faces: Scott Halpin is now
the Chief of the Bureau of County
Fairs and Horseracing at the
Department of Agriculture. We will
continue to work with Scott and
Jeannette Watkins on legislation,
administrative rule changes and
appropriations. Scott attended the
IAAF’s Board meeting the morning
of August 7. Thanks for attending,
Scott, and welcome!

Fair Funding for County Fairs: As
you know, there was a small increase
in the governor’s proposed budget for
the rehabilitation line and several
other lines. This small increase,
about $50,000., was included in the
final fiscal year 2026 budget that the
legislature passed and Governor
Pritzker signed.

While there is a little bit more
money, the process is the same: Fairs
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must submit their rehabilitation
reports and will be reimbursed by the
Department of Agriculture according
to the existing formula.

Please also note that this year’s
budget implementation act contains a
provision that allows non-Fair and
Exposition fairs to access the Fair and
Exposition Fund for this fiscal year
only. And again, any funds paid out
of the F&E Fund to non-F&E fairs
will be paid out under existing formu-
las contained in statute and regula-
tions.

Veto Session: The Illinois legisla-
ture is scheduled to return to Spring-
field for the 2025 Veto Session during
the weeks of October 14 and October
28. The spring 2026 session calendar
will be released around then and we
will share it with you. We will con-
tinue to monitor legislation pertaining
to county fairs and agriculture and
advocate for equitable fair funding.




IN MEMORIAM

PRINCETON—Carolyn Jean Diller,
91, of Princeton passed away on
Wednesday, August 13th , at Allure
of Walnut.

She was born April 12, 1934, in
Princeton to Clifford and Jean
(Blackburn) Huffaker. She married
William “Bill” Diller on August 14,
1955. Carolyn attended Princeton
High School graduating in 1952.
After high school, she completed a
one-year course in Pediatric Nursing
from Augustana Nursery (Chicago)
graduating in 1953. She worked at
the nursery in Chicago, as well as in
private duty care.

While raising her children, Diller
and her husband owned and operat-
ed numerous Princeton businesses,
including: the Princeton Telephone
Answering Service, Fischer Hosiery,
Polly Put the Kettle On at the Dover
Homestead Farm, Peterson’s
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Clothing Store and Peterson’s One
Flight Up, The Main Event (t-shirts
and embroidered sweatshirts), and
the Windchimer Antique Shop.
Known as “the Fudge Lady,” Diller
and her husband also owned the
Covered Bridge Fudge Shop, selling
fudge both in Princeton and on the
road. They would set up at many
county fairs and festivals, and for
more than a dozen years operated a
stand at the Parke County Covered
Bridge Festival in Mansfield, IN.
Diller was a lifelong volunteer.
She was a Lincoln School room
mother and Cub Scout den mother
and ran the concession stand for
Princeton Youth Baseball and the
Bureau County Fair stock car races.
She served on the Bureau County
Senior Center Board, Bureau County
Fair Board, Bureau County
Genealogical Board, Bureau County

Tourism Board, Princeton Buddy
Bags, Western Illinois Area Agency
on Aging, and the Bureau County
Historical Society Board. She
belonged to the DAR and GFWC
[linois Federation of Women’s
Clubs. She was a member of the
Evangelical Covenant Church of
Princeton.

Surviving are three children,
Thomas (Julie Bogott) Diller of
Apopka, FL, Daniel (Kathy Lester)
Diller of Falls Church, VA, and
Linnea (Gary) Campbell of
Princeton; eight grandchildren and
four great-grandchildren.

She was preceded in death by her
husband of 56 years in 2011, her
parents, in-laws, Charles and Celia
Diller, and three uncles and one
aunt, Jack Blackburn, Forrest
Huffaker, and Richard (Doris)
Huffaker.
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